
THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 



GENERAL NEWS 


1966 


K1 


Book on Guns Under Fir 


& 

z*> 

I* 


Rifle Group Brands Work on ‘Death by Shooting 5 
As Full of 6 Inaccuracies and Innuendoes’ 


, By Willard Clopton Jr, 

I Washington Post Staff Writer 

i Franklin L. Orth, the chief 
official of the National Rifle 
Association, was thinking dark 
thoughts about Carl Bakal. 

“We ought to charge him 
royalties,” Orth grumbled 
with a wry smile. 

Bakal is a New York writer 
whose new book, “The Right 
To Bear Arms,” has made him 
the Ralph Nader of the fire- 
arms industry. 

Bakal finds that death by 
sh ooting has become a 
“plague” in America because 
of the easy availability of guns. 
He accuses the Association of 
I spearheading the fight to scut- 
! tie all legislative efforts to 
curb the abuse of firearms. 

“Bakal spent several day: 


around here gathering data.! 
“We were glad to provide it,” | 
recalled Orth, the Associa-j 
tion’s executive vice president, : 
during an interview in his of-: 
fice. j 

“Of course, we didn’t knowj 
how he was going to use it. 
His book is full of inaccu- 
racies and innuendoes.” 

Orth believes strongly that 
Bakal has stacked the deck 
against the Association and | 
American sportsmen and mu- 
nitions makers. 

‘He talks about 17,000 shoot- ! 
if g deaths a year, and the im- i 
ication is that they were all 
olent murders. 

“Actually, 9500 of these are 
;uicides and another 2500 were 
accidents. That leaves about! 


iOOO homicides and probably 
nany of these were justifi- 
ible,” Orth said. , 

He also believes the gun has 
been exaggerated as a crime 
symbol. 

According to the FBI, there 
are about 2.5 million crimes a 
year in this country. Only 
about 3 per cent involve the 
use of a gun. 

“In 1964,” he went on, “there 
were 184,900 aggravated as- 
saults. Only 15 per cent were 
carried out with guns. The 
rest involved knives, blunt in- 
struments, other objects or 
fists.” 

What most bothers Orth is 
the suggestion that the Asso- 
ciation is unconcerned about 
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reckless gunplay and has rig- 
idly blocked all efforts at fire- 
arms controls. 

“It just isn’t true,” he de- 
clared. “We certainly decry 
any kind of crime with a gun 
or any other instrument. 

“We definitely favor legisla- 
tion to keep guns out of the 
hands of such classes of peo- 
ple as felons, fugitives, the 
mentally incompetent, drug 
addicts and habitual drunk- 
ards. We also favor a seven- 
day waiting period between 
the time a purchaser orders a 
gun and when he picks it up, 
so the police can check on his 
background.” 

Orth said the Association 
gave full support to the 
recently passed Maryland law 
establishing a seven-day wait 
on the purchase of handguns. 

He also said the organiza- 
tion is supporting three pro- 
posals now before Congress. 

One would amend the Fed- 
eral Firearms Act to prohibit 
interstate shipment of fire- 
arms in violation of any state 
law. Another would provide 


mandatory prison terms for 
persons who commit certain 
crimes while armed with a 
gun. The third .would extend- 
the National Firearms Act, 
which controls sale and trans- 
fer of machine guns to cover 
such items as mortars, ba- 
zookas, mines, bombs and field 
artillery. 

Orth said the Association 
opposes the Dodd bill, now 
before the Senate. It would 
prohibit all interstate mailing 
of handguns. 

“We believe the desired 
goals can be attained at the 
state level, without interfering 
with the rights of law-abiding 
gun users,” he said. 

Orth contended that the oft- 
suggested plan to register all 
firearms would be of little 
value. 

“It wouldn’t prevent crimes. 
It wouldn’t have kept that 
man Whitman from shooting 
those people in Austin.” Since 
9 out of 10 guns used in 
crimes are stolen, tracing the 
ownership in most cases does 
no more than cause problems 
for the real owners, he argued. 



